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Join the 
Happy Hour 
afterwards! 

 

        Register now: www.dkfz.de/careerday 
 

�!

Check the  
JOB OFFERS at  
dkfz-connect.de 

Book your  
CV photo 
shooting! 

WORKSHOPS Effective Visual Communication for Scientists (on May 18th) 
Tricks and Strategies to Improve Your Scientific Talks 
Social Networks in Career Development 
Intercultural Communication  
Sketchnotes in Science   

8:30 
9:00 

On-site Registration and Coffee  
Workshops 

10:00 Session I: COMMUNICATION FOR SCIENTISTS 
                  Journals, Editors, and Publishing 

12:00 
13:00 

Round Tables 
Workshops 

14:00 Session II: COMMUNICATION FOR THE PUBLIC 
                  Journalism, Teaching, Investors, and Patients 

16:15 Round Tables  

17:30 HAPPY HOUR: in cooperation with the PhD Student Council   
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Follow the Career Day online: 

 

 
 

Use our App: https://lineupr.com/careerday/scicom17 
 

and 
 

twitter with #scicomcd17 
 
 

  



Welcome Address 

 
                               Career Day Science Communication                    page | 2 

 

 

 

n 
 

Welcome Address 

A warm welcome to all students and postdocs!  
 
 
Have you ever wondered how to combine your two greatest passions of science and 
communication? Or maybe you're skilled in communication with the intent of 
exploring different possibilities? None of the above? All of the above? Some of the 
above? Regardless, this is exactly the place to be!  
 
You are invited to attend the many different talks, workshops and round table 
discussions given by experienced professionals with educational backgrounds 
similar to yours! You can liaise directly with these exceptional individuals, who work 
at the intersection between science and the public. 
 
 
 
We are delighted to have so many excellent speakers here, and we very much 
appreciate them taking the time out of their busy schedules to share their rich 
experiences with us today. A big thank you to them! This day would not have been 
possible without them. 
 
We would also like to thank the DKFZ Management Board, the Career Service, the 
PhD Student Council, and the PostDoc Network, all of whom have made this 
Career Day possible. 
 
 
 
This Career Day was organized with the goal of presenting you with as many 
possible career paths as possible in the field of science communication. Please 
make the most of this opportunity to reach out to the experts in science 
communication, to speak with your peers, and to grow your network within science 
communication. We hope you'll hear or see something today that will spark a 
cascade of ideas inside you, that you'll be urged to learn more about this field, that 
you'll leave here knowing exponentially more about science communication than you 
did before you arrived and that you'll be excited to continue to want to learn more 
about science communication and ultimately even pursue a career in this field. 
 
We had a blast coordinating the organization of this Career Day over the course of 
3 months, together with 13 other PhD students and Postdocs, as part of a "Hands-
On Project Management Training".  
 
 
 
 
Please join us for thought-provoking 
presentations and face-to-face round 
table discussions! You are also warmly 
invited to a get-together in the 
afternoon where you can meet fellow 
young scientists to talk about the day 
over some local beer and pizza. 

  
 

Best wishes, 
on behalf of the organization team: 

 
Audrey Jung & Gianna Triller 

 
(Project Coordinators of the Career 

Day “Science Communication”) 
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What is Science Communication? 

Science Communication as a profession 
 
Science communication is a very broad professional field that involves the 
transmission of science-related information from one person or a group of people to 
another. These people might be part of the scientific community or belong to the 
general public (policy makers, media, etc.). Nowadays, there are many ways to 
communicate science, ranging from peer-reviewed articles to podcasts and from fact 
sheets to games. More than informing about science, science communicators are 
responsible for stimulating public awareness as well as spreading understanding and 
interest in science. The scientific communication field can be divided into three 
subgroups: science communication for the general public, science communication for 
scientists, and corporate science communication. 
 
 
 

 

Communication to the general public (Popular 
Scientific Communication) involves the 
transmission of scientific information to the 
general public. It can be done through events 
such as science festivals and fairs, radio and 
television programs, newspaper and magazine 
articles, newsletters, lectures, science centers 
and museums, internet sites, blogs, podcasts, 
social media, talking to your grandmother, etc.  

 
 
 

 

Communication within the scientific community 
(Scholarly Scientific Communication) can occur 
in a formal manner through written publications 
in a scientific journal or in a more informal 
fashion via direct conversation at seminars, 
workshops and conferences. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Corporate science communication involves the 
communication between non-profit as well as 
commercial organizations with their own 
members and society. The aim is to increase 
the organization’s visibility and reputation. It is 
done through reports, press releases, events, 
newsletters, press conferences, etc. In this 
field, the professionals work on brand strategy, 
corporate identity, public relations, marketing 
and fundraising.  
 

 
Scientific discoveries and their implications are extremely relevant for the whole of 
society. This creates a demand not only for dedicated scientists but also for 
professionals committed exclusively to science communication. Even if you are not 
thinking about a career in this area, science communication is essential for 
researchers. Communicating your work helps to develop communication skills, can 
result in valuable feedback, and stimulates new insights.  
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Which areas can be included in the science communication field?  
Science publishing, science writing, science illustration, TV and radio, curation, 
public relations and marketing, education, science policy, teaching (both teaching 
students about science and training scientists in science communication). 
 
What are the types of roles?   
Communications officer, public relations officer, press officer, science/medical/ 
technical writer, editor/journal editor, copy editor, publisher, journalist, broadcaster, 
filmmaker, scientific animator/illustrator, exhibit developer, educator/trainer, science 
policy adviser, science communication researcher, etc.  
 
Who are the potential employers? 
Governmental and non-governmental agencies, research institutions, universities, 
publishing companies, consulting companies, biomedical communication companies, 
museums, radio, TV, etc.   
 
What are the key skills of science communicators?  

• Interest/background in science 
• Ability to translate technical information for lay audiences in an accurate, 

understandable and persuasive way 
• Effective writing 

 
 

Die Mischung macht’s
Sicherheit und Abwechslung, Karriere und Work-Life-Balance. 
Das sind für uns keine Widersprüche. Bei QuintilesIMS erleben Sie 
abwechslungsreiche Projektarbeit bei verschiedenen Kunden – 
mit der Sicherheit eines unbefristeten Arbeitsverhältnisses. Eine 
ausgewogene Work-Life-Balance ist bei uns ebenso selbstver-
ständlich wie ein faires Paket an Leistungen, angefangen vom top 
ausgestatteten Firmenwagen bis hin zu attraktiven Sozialleistun-
gen und natürlich einem marktgerechten Gehalt. Lernen Sie uns 
kennen als einer von Deutschlands besten Arbeitgebern!

Das ist Ihre Herausforderung:
Innovative Therapiekonzepte für anspruchsvolle Indikationen 
sorgen für kräftigen Rückenwind auf dem Weg zu Ihren 
Gesprächspartnern. Sie setzen als Experte auf der Basis Ihres 
Fachwissens Beratungsstrategien erfolgreich um und überzeu-
gen so Ihre Ansprechpartner. Ihr Erfolgsrezept: Als durchset-
zungsstarke Persönlichkeit verstehen Sie es, sich und Ihre An-
sprechpartner zu begeistern, denn Sie möchten etwas bewegen.

Das ist Ihr Erfolgsrezept:
Wir freuen uns insbesondere über motivierte Neueinsteiger mit 
naturwissenschaftlichem Hochschulabschluss, die Freude am 
Verkauf haben und jetzt ihre Karriere im Pharma-Außendienst 
starten möchten.

Ein starkes Team – und einer der größten Healthcare-Außen-
dienste Deutschlands – heißt Sie in einer außergewöhnlichen 
Arbeitsatmosphäre und offenen Unternehmens-
kultur willkommen. Ihr Wissen und unsere 
Erfahrung, Ihr Engagement und unser 
ausgezeichnetes Leistungspaket für 
Sie – sind das nicht beste Voraus-
setzungen für eine erfüllende 
Aufgabe mit großartiger 
Entwicklungsperspektive?

Quintiles Commercial Germany GmbH
Schildkrötstraße 17–19, 68199 Mannheim 

Infoline 
für Fragen vorab: 
0621 84508-113

Mehr Informationen und die Möglichkeit zur 
Online-Bewerbung fi nden Sie auf
www.quintiles.de/karriere.

Aufregende Neuigkeiten: Quintiles und IMS Health haben fusioniert und bilden nun QuintilesIMS! Zwei Branchenführer, ein Unterneh-
men – das bedeutet: gemeinsam in der Healthcare-Branche Großes bewirken. Mit rund 50.000 Mitarbeitern in mehr als 100 Ländern 
arbeiten wir zusammen mit unseren Kunden an der Entwicklung von Lösungen, um die klinischen, wissenschaftlichen und kaufmän-
nischen Ergebnisse unserer Kunden zu optimieren. 

Naturwissenschaftler (m/w)
Als Pharmaberater: bundesweit wohnortnahe Gebiete zu besetzen
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Speakers’ Profiles 
 

 
Tobias Maier 
 

 

 

Position:  Scientific Head at Nationales Institut für 
Wissenschaftskommunikation gGmbH 

Location:  Karlsruhe, Germany 
Scientific background: Biology and Biochemistry 
PhD obtained in:  2006 at LMU 
Postdoc experience: 
 

 
 

 
 
 
The most important hallmark in my career so far or a crucial factor for 
me to get my current job  
Having the courage to “jump”. Leaving the academic track, without knowing 
exactly what I will be doing for the next years. 
 
 
My number one tip or quote for scientists who might be considering a 
move to my sector  
Start communicating. Setup a blog, write about science. Experiment with 
different media. Don’t be afraid to ask. 
 
 
What is science communication for you? 
Science communication is the effort to make complex information and 
knowledge accessible. This process requires science communicators to think 
about their communication goals and who they communicate with. The goals 
and target audiences influence how to best communicate. Which topics are of 
relevance? Which medium is the best communication channel? Which 
communication style is suitable? 
 
 
 
For more information and contact, check www.nawik.de or  
 
 



Speakers’ Profiles 

 
                               Career Day Science Communication                    page | 6 

 

 
Uta Goebel 
 

 

 

Position:  Deputy Editor, Advanced Healthcare 
Materials, Biotechnology Journal, Wiley 
VCH 

Location:  Weinheim, Germany 
Scientific background: Molecular Biotechnology 
PhD obtained in:  2008 at DKFZ 
 
 
 
 
The most important hallmark in my career so far or a crucial factor for 
me to get my current job  
A crucial factor is that I am a creative person while at the same time well 
organized to manage many things at the same time. 
 
 
My number one tip or quote for scientists who might be considering a 
move to my sector  
Be curious and love science. 
 
 
What is science communication for you? 
Communicating science it not easy, but important to get credit for your work 
and to persuade the public that it is important what you do. 
 
 
 
For more information and contact, check  
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David Peralta 
 

 

 

Position:  Managing Editor at Wiley-VCH  
Location:  Weinheim, Germany 
Scientific background: Chemistry and 

Biosciences 
PhD obtained in:  2015 at DKFZ 
 
 
 
 
 
The most important hallmark in my career so far or a crucial factor for 
me to get my current job  
Learning such a job existed in the first place! Meeting science editors and 
communicators and listening to their own stories encouraged me to get 
whatever training I could and build myself up to get ready to move into this 
field. 
 
 
My number one tip or quote for scientists who might be considering a 
move to my sector  
If you love science but can't stand working in a lab anymore, plus you love 
reading, have an eye for detail, have obsessive-compulsive tendencies, can 
talk yourself out of anything, and live on deadlines, then this job is for you. 
 
 
What is science communication for you? 
Science communication is presenting scientific ideas to non-experts clearly to 
generate support (ideological or monetary) and aid in sound decision and 
policy making. 
 
 
 
For more information and contact, check  
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Roberta Scognamiglio 
 

 

 

Position:  Open Access Manager at Springer Nature 
Location:  Heidelberg, Germany 
Scientific background: Molecular Biosciences 
PhD obtained in:  2013 at HI-STEM 
Postdoc experience: 2 years at DKFZ 
 
 
 
 
 
The most important hallmark in my career so far or a crucial factor for 
me to get my current job  
Accepting a temporary role in the transition from academia to the Publishing 
sector has certainly been an important step in my career. What I have learned 
during that time has indeed exposed me to new opportunities and led me to 
my current job. 
 
 
My number one tip or quote for scientists who might be considering a 
move to my sector  
There are several routes into the Publishing sector. The Editorial is only one 
of those. Keep an open mind to non-scientific roles and enjoy the new 
challenges. 
 
 
What is science communication for you? 
Informing the society about what we have learned and discovered is part of 
our mission as scientists and what "Science Communication" means for me. 
 
 
 
For more information and contact, check 
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Alexandra Moosmann 
 

 

 

Position:  Press officer of the German Cancer 
Consortium, DKTK 

Location:  Darmstadt, Germany 
Scientific background: Molecular biology 
PhD obtained in:  2010, Sars Center for Marine 

Molecular Biology, Bergen (NO) 
Postdoc experience: 7 months at ZMBH 
 
 
 
The most important hallmark in my career so far or a crucial factor for 
me to get my current job  
Internships in science journalism and science communication. In particular it 
was a very fun internship at Spektrum der Wissenschaft. 
 
 
My number one tip or quote for scientists who might be considering a 
move to my sector  
Practice your writing skills. Editorial work is the entry card for most jobs in 
science communication. 
 
 
What do you most enjoy about the job? 
● The diversity 
● Freedom of design scope/ creative leeway 

 
 
What are the challenges you face in your job? 
● Complex coordination processes 
● Working with people with very different backgrounds 

 
 
What is science communication for you? 
To turn numbers and facts into a vivid story of life. 
 
 
 
For more information and contact, check 
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Anna Müllner 
 

 

 

Position:  PR-consultant, Dorothea Küsters Life 
Science Communications 

Location:  Frankfurt am Main, Germany 
Scientific background:  Molecular biotechnology 
PhD obtained in:  2015 at DKFZ 
 
 
 
 
 
The most important hallmark in my career so far or a crucial factor for 
me to get my current job  
I've been a science blogger for over three years now. From blogging, I went to 
publishing in the online edition of a major German newspaper and on other 
blogging platforms as a guest. I am also doing science slams and science 
talks. 
 
 
My number one tip or quote for scientists who might be considering a 
move to my sector  
Start writing and communicating about science early on. Find the ways in 
which you enjoy communicating science at the most. Also: Use Twitter! 
 
 
What is science communication for you? 
Science Communication means embracing and encouraging the curiosity of 
others. We think we have understood so much about the universe, but there is 
yet so much to be discovered. Talking about science and scientific methods 
ultimately results in others to be inspired to learn more, to understand more 
and to talk about it. 
 
 
 
For more information and contact, check 
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Laura Zimmermann 
 

 

 

Position:  Presse- & Öffentlichkeitsarbeit, Bernhard-
Nocht-Institut für Tropenmedizin 

Location:  Hamburg, Germany 
Scientific background: Molecular Biosciences 
PhD obtained in:   
 
 
 
 
 
The most important hallmark in my career so far or a crucial factor for 
me to get my current job  
My internships taught me a lot and allowed me to expand my network. 
 
 
My number one tip or quote for scientists who might be considering a 
move to my sector  
Start talking & writing about science! ;) 
 
 
What is science communication for you? 
Science communication comprises for me all speaking about science to 
different audiences, e.g. to scientist, politicians, journalist or the public, as well 
as managing these interchanges. I am a former scientist, but as a press 
officer, I mostly do only the management: Mediating between the various 
players, taking care of website & intranet & internal newsletter, and writing 
reports about what is happening at my institute. I love the diversity of my tasks 
as well as my responsibility to foster transparency through communication 
and to make public funded research visible to the public. 
 
 
 
For more information and contact, check 
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Elan Gin 
 

 

 

Position:  Mathematics teacher at International 
School Neustadt 

Location:  Neustadt, Germany 
Scientific background:  Applied Mathematics 
PhD obtained in:  2009 at University of Auckland, 

NZ 
Postdoc experience: 3.5 years at DKFZ 
 
 
 
The most important hallmark in my career so far or a crucial factor for 
me to get my current job  
A crucial factor for me in getting my current job as a teacher was the ability to 
communicate complex ideas in a simple and straightforward manner. 
 
 
My number one tip or quote for scientists who might be considering a 
move to my sector  
To be a teacher, you need to not only know your subject, but most 
importantly, be able to communicate it. You really have to go back to the 
basics and not assume your pupils know the subject area, as you might do, 
when you are a scientist.  
 
 
What is science communication for you? 
As a teacher to high school students, science communication is about 
imparting knowledge in an interesting and accessible way. It's our job to show 
to students that the 'dry' topics they learn at school have a wider application in 
the real world and hopefully make it interesting enough for them to then want 
to ask the 'whys'. 
 
 
 
For more information and contact, check 
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Bodo Brückner 
 

 

 

Position:  Entrepreneurship Manager at German EIT 
Health GmbH  

Location:  Heidelberg, Germany 
Scientific background: Molecular Biology 
PhD obtained in:  2005 at ZMBH 
Postdoc experience: 
 

1 year at Instituto de Para-
sitología y Biomedicina CSIC, 
Granada, Spain and DKFZ 

 
 
Important hallmarks in my career: 

• Shares his knowledge as an expert in Science4Life, the most 
prestigious life science business plan competition in Germany 

• Enhanced the BioRN Clustermanagement as an Innovation Manager in 
the department of project and science management for 3.5 years 

• Teaches Master and PhD students at the Biotech Entrepreneurship 
Training Program at Heidelberg University and co-organizes the 
Biotech-Entrepreneurship and Leadership Lectures 

• Member of the EIT Health Education Committee and coordinates the 
MOOC and Digital Activity Line in EIT Health, the world´s largest 
healthcare consortium 

 
My number one tip or quote for scientists who might be considering a 
move to my sector  

• Sharpen your communication skills. 
• As an avid consumer of MOOCs (Massive Open Online Courses) and 

books, I am a strong believer in the benefits of lifelong learning 

 
What is science communication for you? 
For me this question has multiple facets. Science communication could be 
how scientists communicate their results to their peers. It can also mean how 
to communicate science efficiently to a lay audience. On an even broader 
level science communication could be understood to engage non-science 
stakeholders, e.g., in industry and municipalities or even on a European or 
global level. 
 
 
 
For more information and contact, check 
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Alexandra Hennemann 
 

 

 

Position:  Cancer Information Service, 
Communications & Outreach 

Location:  Darmstadt, Germany 
Scientific background:  Pharmacology 
Work experience:  Editor at Deutscher Apotheker 

Verlag, Publishing 2000 - 2004 
 
 
 
 
The most important hallmark in my career so far or a crucial factor for 
me to get my current job  
At the Cancer Information Service our target group consists mainly of 
patients, their families and friends. They may face the shock of a cancer 
diagnosis, a relapse, maybe metastatic cancer. At the hotline you should be 
prepared to communicate complex topics in an easy-to-understand way and 
handle emotional turmoil at the same time.  
 
 
My number one tip or quote for scientists who might be considering a 
move to my sector  
If you want to take a look at cancer from an historical point of view, written by 
a researcher, oncologist and Pulitzer Prize winner:  
Siddhartha Mukherjee, The Emperor of All Maladies: A Biography of Cancer 
 
 
What I mostly do at the German Cancer Information Service at DKFZ: 
My current position at the German Cancer Information Service at DKFZ 
mostly consists of working for the Telephone service (core team), that means 
information and counseling for cancer patients and their relatives as well as 
healthcare professionals via phone. That fills up 25 hours/week. The 
remaining 15 h/week I am working in the Communications & Outreach-Team 
of the CIS/Krebsinformationsdienst.  
 
 
What is science communication for you? 
Science Communication should contribute to continuous knowledge transfer 
from research to society. Knowledge transfer enables citizens and decision-
makers to form opinions and decide based on best available scientific 
evidence. Access to high-quality information is also part of patient 
empowerment. In an open society science communication is also about 
dialogue and communities – it’s not broadcasting only. 
 
 
 
For more information and contact, check
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Jernej Zupanc 
 

 

 

Position:  Visual Communication Strategist & Trainer 
Location:  Ljubljana, Slovenia 
Scientific background: Computer and Information 

Sciences 
PhD obtained in:  2011 at University of Ljubljana 
Postdoc experience: 
 

1 year 9 months at University 
of Ljubljana 

 
 

What do you do in your current role? 
I run workshops for researchers on how to most effectively visually 
communicate science. I spend a third of my time learning and preparing new 
materials. Another third is spent in sales and other support activities, and the 
most important third is the one I spend face to face with my workshop 
participants. My current positions are: Visual Communication Strategist & 
Trainer (Seyens Ltd.); External Advisor (European Commission); Head of 
Computer Vision R&D (Trapview.com) 
 
What do you most enjoy about the job? 
I love constant learning. I have a passion for trying to understand different 
aspects of life, universe, and everything. Besides exploring the fundamental 
principles of all kinds of ‘communication’, the interactions with researchers 
also allow me to learn about their fields of research. Spending time with smart 
and passionate scientists is very rewarding, and I really do my best so that 
they gain as much from our interaction as I do.  
 
What are the challenges you face in your job? 
Sales. Getting the right message to the right person and helping them grasp 
the value of communication skills for scientists. Standing out without using 
linguistic inflation and hyperboles.  
 
Why did you decide to focus on science communication and what was 
the inspiration that led you to your current position? 
Science communication teaching has room for improvement and I believe I 
can add a lot of value through my approach. My hallmark … I draw knowledge 
from very diverse fields (psychology, graphic design, marketing, photography, 
publishing…) and am able to structure and present it so students can 
effortlessly grasp it and apply to their own work. 
 
What skills have been useful in getting and doing the job?  
Communication, sales and entrepreneurship  
 
What is science communication for you? 
Great science communication is not only a transfer of a message and 
understanding. It is also a transfer of passion and beliefs. 
 
For more information and contact, check www.seyens.com or  
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Gnana Prakash Balasubramanian 
 

 

 

Position:  Senior Scientist, Hopp Children’s Cancer 
Center at NCT and DKFZ 

Location:  Heidelberg, Germany 
Scientific background:  Molecular Bioengineering 
PhD obtained in:  2010 at COS 
Postdoc experience: 2 years 8 months at DKFZ 
 
 
 
 
The most important hallmark in my career so far or a crucial factor for 
me to get my current job  
I always wanted to do patient-centered work and it is a good match with my 
current position. 
 
 
My number one tip or quote for scientists who might be considering a 
move to my sector  
"Follow your passion": This would be my mantra for colleagues interested in 
my line of work. 
 
 
What is science communication for you? 
It is the elegant art of communicating science as simple as possible but 
without losing scientific rigor during this process. 
 
 
For more information and contact, check
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Franziska Schwarz 
 

 

 

Position:  Scientific Illustrator and Graphic Recorder, 
SciVisTo 

Location:  Potsdam, Germany 
Scientific background: Nutritional Science 
PhD obtained in:  2015 at Charité Berlin 

 
 

 
 

What do you do in your current role?  
Most of the time I work on graphic jobs, designing icons, drawing molecules 
sitting at a desk – a classical office job from 8 am to 10 pm. Breaks are 
clients’ calls or visits as well as visual documentations at events.  
 
What do you most enjoy about the job?  
To bring in my own ideas into requests. Developing and growing ideas with 
my client.  
 
What are the challenges you face in your job? 
Being seen, getting attention. This field does not have a wide range compared 
to others.  
 
Why did you decide to focus on science communication and what was 
the inspiration that led you to your current position? 
I always liked good teachers/professors due to their methods and style. And I 
found myself becoming really happy when I was allowed to teach, holding 
lectures, leading seminars. But the majority of scientific education is taught 
rather theoretically. I was tired of bad talks, badly fitting pictures and old-
fashioned illustrations. I am a scientist who can draw and teach. And I saw a 
need for teaching methods and good illustrations, which could only be made if 
you are a scientist.  
 
What skills have been useful in getting and doing the job?  

• Getting my PhD 
• Joining a teaching program; teaching experience 
• The need and drive to draw everything  
• Lots of talent  
• Even more luck 

What is science communication for you? 
Scientific communication includes good lectures with clear learning goals, well 
prepared talks, and information to enlighten and not to confuse. It should be 
honest and objective. It causes a good understanding of sender and receiver 
and allows an exchange of opinions, a transfer of knowledge. 
 
For more information and contact, check
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Dennis Fink 
 

 

 

Position:  Co-Founder / CEO at mediomix GmbH 
Location:  Cologne, Germany 
Scientific background:  Marine Microbiology 
PhD obtained in: 2011 at the MPI Bremen 
 

 
 

What do you do in your current role? 
● Project management (2 team members) and acquisition of new jobs 
● Digital content creation (video cutting, web design, social media outreach) 
 
What do you most enjoy about the job? 
I enjoy the exchange with many scientists from different fields who tell me 
about their research, and my job is it to take their science and create an 
appealing message for their audience. 
 
What are the challenges you face in your job? 
Creating your own company is always a challenge, especially if you are 
trained as a scientist with no background in economics. Almost every day I 
have to step out of my comfort zone and learn something new – that is great! 
 
Why did you decide to focus on science communication and what was 
the inspiration that led you to your current position? 
Towards the end of my Ph.D., I realized that I would not like to stay in science 
but rather help other scientists with their communication. I’ve always been 
drawn to the field of modern media, using new tools and channels to 
communicate science. I took this passion and created a company for science 
communication, because there was just no job like this around. A main reason 
to change was the feedback from my former PI, because she convinced me 
that my career path should not continue in academia. 
 
What skills have been useful in getting and doing the job?  
Project management skills, working remotely with people from all over the 
world, solving problems with limited resources, handle problems/challenges 
by breaking them down into smaller projects, leadership skills 
 
What is science communication for you? 
Science communication is one of the most important things in science. 
Without it, science stays in the dark and is only accessible to people in 
academia. Creating scientific knowledge for the broad public in a way that 
facts are not only understood but accepted is one of the most important 
challenges today. Scientists have to be able to tell their story and create 
knowledge, that’s why I do my job. And I like it a lot :D 
 
Contact via:  
Twitter @mediomix, Email dfink@mediomix.de and  
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Jochen Schlabing 
 

 

 

Position:  Chief Editor Medical Tribune - Onkologie 
Hämatologie & diabetes zeitung;  
Editor Perspektive Leben 

Location:  Wiesbaden, Germany 
Scientific background: Biology 
 

What do you do in your current role? 
● Coordination and editorial responsibilities for several journals and 

magazines 
● Explore and search for topics from medicine and research 
● Write and revise texts, interviews and announcements 
● Supervise external authors 
● Attend conferences and congresses 

 
 
What do you most enjoy about the job? 
● Planning and putting together the finished product 
● Constant variety 
● Contact with scientists and physicians 
● Attendance at national and international conferences 
● Collaboration with colleagues   

 
 
What are the challenges you face in your job? 
Searching for qualified external authors and staff 
 
 
Why did you decide to focus on science communication and what was 
the inspiration that led you to your current position? 
Internships at editorial departments and press offices 
 
 
What is science communication for you? 
Science communication for me relates to medical science journals, science 
communication bridges between basic research or clinical research and the 
clinical practice of physicians: Which new findings are relevant for 
practitioners? Are there new options for therapy? 
 
 
Contact via: 

• Email jochen.schlabing@medical-tribune.de 
• Tel. 0611 97 46 343 
• For more information check 
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Workshops 

Workshops offered during Career Day  
 
Intercultural Communication by Gnana Prakash Balasubramanian: 
In this workshop I will introduce cross-cultural communication principles and 
provide an analysis of how (mis)-communication can potentially occur when 
people from diverse cultural backgrounds interact. A comparative overview of 
notions of time, space, hierarchy, emotional and (non)-verbal expression will 
be explored among different cultures in order to resolve conflicts better and 
improve our understanding of each other. 
 
 
Social networks in career development by Tobias Maier: 
A well-developed digital profile is an important factor for success on the job 
market. Social professional networks have become the leading source for new 
quality hires. Also, hardly any company employs new staff without researching 
potential candidates online. Participants in this interactive workshop on social 
networks in career development will explore these questions: Which social 
networks and online communication channels are relevant for me? How can I 
make use of their potential optimally? How can I influence my personal digital 
profile?    
 
 
 
 

 
	

	
 
 
 
 
 
 

Leica Microsystems is a world leader in microscopes and scientific instruments. Founded as a family 
business in the nineteenth century, our history was marked by unparalleled innovation on our way to 
becoming a global enterprise.  
Our historically close cooperation with the scientific community is the key to Leica Microsystems’ tradition of 
innovation, which draws on users’ ideas and creates solutions tailored to their requirements. We are one of 
the market leaders in compound and stereo microscopy, digital microscopy, confocal laser scanning 
microscopy with related imaging systems, electron microscopy sample preparation, and surgical 
microscopes. 
Leica Microsystems has seven major plants and product development sites around the world. We are 
represented in over 100 countries, have sales and service organizations in 20 countries, and an international 
network of distribution partners.  

 
Join our winning team: 

Product Manager Microscopy Life Science (f/m) 
Marketing Communication Specialists (f/m) 

Editor Corporate Marketing (f/m) 
Digital Marketing Specialist (f/m) 

Sales Representatives (f/m) 
 

http://www.leica-microsystems.com/de/unternehmen/karriere/ 
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Sketchnotes in Science by Franziska Schwarz: 
Note-taking is a necessary and natural process in lectures, seminars and 
journal clubs - But how many of these notes last longer than a few days? 
Effective and structural note-taking can be learned - a highly visual method is 
Sketchnote. 
 
 
Tricks and strategies to improve your scientific talks - how to get your 
message across to every audience by Dennis Fink: 
Dr. Dennis Fink is a marine scientist, CEO of the science communication 
agency mediomix in Cologne and Fame Lab and Science Slam winner. He is 
very much looking forward to work with you on how to address different 
audiences with your presentations and get your scientific message across. 
Learn how to adapt to your audiences, give engaging scientific talks and find 
new ways in sharing your science. 
 
 
Effective Visual Communication for Scientists by Jernej Zupanc: 
For the last five years, I’ve been studying how to effectively communicate 
complex messages. My primary focus has been the visual aspect, however, I 
eclectically collect all best practices from communication experts no matter 
their field of application (persuasion, graphic design, photography, journalism, 
marketing etc.). My only criteria are (1) does it work, (2) can scientists use it to 
improve our communication. Together, we will explore the principles of visual 
communication and apply them directly to your scientific publications. The 
main goal of the course is to learn how human visual perception works and 
how we can use that knowledge to more effectively communicate scientific 
results and ideas. We will have a lot of discussions and learn from examples 
from your research.  
The specific objectives for our day together are to:  

• learn which graphic design principles are most useful for 
communicating science 

• use these principles to draw graphical abstracts for your own research 
communication 

• learn to create clear, true, and meaningful data visualizations. 
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Organizers 

Organizers of the Career Day Science Communication 
 

Project Management 

 
Audrey Jung and Gianna Triller 

 
Speakers Team 

               
Doreen Heckmann-Nötzel, Jingjing Shi, Claudia Savini, Mine Özcan, 

Charlotte Le Cornet, Muhammad Amir Khan 
 

Marketing Team 

 
Thais Moraes, Lucie Wolf, Lena Grave, 
Inn Chung (missing on the photo Klara 

Klein) 

On-Site Team 

 
Shan Huang, Julita Mikulec, Jingjing 

Shi, Doreen Heckmann-Nötzel 
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Career Service at DKFZ 

 DKFZ Career Service  
Scientific Life beyond the lab 

 
 

www.dkfz.de/careers 
 
 
The DKFZ Career Service aims to support all Masters, PhD students and Postdocs at the 
DKFZ in planning their professional future. The Career Service provides (1) personal 
guidance and advice, (2) career-related workshops and events and (3) expansion of the 
career network by following up with scientists after their stay at the DKFZ. Sharing 
experience with scientists in Academia, Industry and beyond is a great help to take informed 
decisions about one’s own career 
 
Career Guidance  

• Career Guidance 
• CV and Cover Letter review 
• Personal appointments careeradvice.youcanbook.me  

Career Information & Training  
• Career info events (Career Days, Career Coffee/Lunch, ...)  
• Seminars/Trainings (Job Applications/Interviews, Business Skills, ...)  
• Heidelberg Science Career Calendar tinyurl.com/5wuerfx  

Career Network  
• Platform: dkfz-connect.de for current and former DKFZ scientists  
• Group: linkedin.com/groups/DKFZ-Career-Network-4831669  
• Page: facebook.com/phdcareers 

 
 
 

Career Guidance for DKFZ Masters, PhD students & Postdocs 
 
DKFZ Researchers can make a date for a personal and confidential chat of 30 or 60 minutes 
with a Career Advisor. Different modules are possible: 
 
a) Orientation, Competencies, Possibilities, Career Planning (mainly with Barbara) 

è Please have a look at myidp.sciencecareers.org and bring along your questions 
 
b) Job search, application and interview preparation (mainly with Marion) 

è You have a career plan A (and B!) and would like to discuss how to get there 
 
 
Dr. Barbara Janssens: Manager since 2011. She is Belgian (PhD 
in molecular and cell biology from Ghent University), and after a 
postdoc in Paris she worked for five years as an Editor at Wiley-
Blackwell. 
 
Marion  Gürth:  Project  Coordinator  since  2013.  She studied  
Biology at the TU Darmstadt and did her Diploma in Heidelberg. 
 
 
Contact Email: careers@dkfz.de  

Phone: +49 6221 42-2146 and 1762 
Office: DKFZ main building (8th floor, east) H828 and H832 
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PhD student council 

DKFZ PhD Council  
 
There are around 550 German and international 
Doctoral Researchers who work at the DKFZ in 
Heidelberg. Amongst them, six are annually 
elected to form the PhD Council. The members of 
the Council serve as representatives of the 
student body, coordinate scientific and non-
scientific student life in various ways, and foster 
exchange and networking between Doctoral 
Researchers. Doctoral Researcher networking is 
facilitated through involvement in the PhD Teams 
coordinated by the PhD Council, of which 1 in 10 
Doctoral Researchers join annually. 
 
One of our aims is to improve the life of Doctoral Researchers at the DKFZ. An 
important part of this task is organizing social events as an escape from the daily 
routine, giving Doctoral Researchers the chance to meet their peers and colleagues, 
make friends, exchange experiences and expertise or simply relax. For example, the 
PhD Happy Hours are an excellent opportunity to get in touch not solely with other 
Doctoral Researchers, but also Postdocs and Master’s students in a relaxed and 
enjoyable atmosphere to discuss science and personal interests. In addition, the 
Social Events Team and Party Team plan and organize movie nights, sports 
tournaments and several parties year round.  
 
We also play a role in welcoming new Doctoral Researchers to the DKFZ through the  
‘Welcome Lunch’, which takes place once every month and is aimed at integrating 
the new Doctoral Researchers to the DKFZ community. Furthermore, we established 
connections between people with shared interests and support language tandems 
and hobby clubs.  
 
Besides creating networks and providing opportunities to forge social connections, 
the PhD council is also involved in other tasks. The Welcome Team makes the two 
PhD selection rounds per year a pleasant and informative experience for the 
applicants, and provides further help for newcomers once they have joined the 
DKFZ. The Retreat Team organizes the two PhD Retreats, which take place in Weil 
der Stadt each year. The Communication Team keeps the PhD Council website 
updated, keeps Doctoral Researchers informed with the bi-annual newsletter and 
conducts an annual survey among the Doctoral Researchers. This year, we also 
want to continue the very popular ‘Meet & Greet’ and introduce a new event, the 
‘Behind the Scenes’ series, focusing on the stories behind publications by DKFZ 
employees. And of course, all teams cooperate closely with the Graduate Office.  
 
Finally, the PhD Council also serves as a liaison between the Doctoral Researchers 
and the DKFZ Management Board, and represents your interests on a Helmholtz 
Association-wide level in the Helmholtz Juniors (HeJus).  
 
If you would like to learn more to stay informed, have any questions, or wish to help, 
please do not hesitate to contact us or check out our Facebook page:  
 
Phd-student-council@dkfz.de  
www.facebook.co/groups/DKFZphd   
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Postdoctoral Network 

 
 

VISIBILITY  

Our website and mailing list provide general 
information about the PDN and offer a platform for 
PostDocs to communicate with each other and to discuss 
issues important to them. 
The quarterly Newsletter contains information about 
upcoming events and personal accounts of PostDoc 
experiences at DKFZ. 

OUR MISSION 
 
The PostDoc Network (PDN) was formed to represent the PostDocs` interests and to 
achieve the best conditions for career perspectives and scientific output. Our main 
goals are to raise the visibility of PostDocs in and outside the DKFZ, to support career 
development and to increase social and scientific networking among PostDocs. 

Newsletter 

CAREER DEVELOPMENT  

In collaboration with the DKFZ Advanced Training Center, 
the PDN organises seminars and workshops tailored 
for PostDocs` needs, as well as Career Days where 
invited speakers provide expert perspectives on how to 
pursue careers in industry, academia and elsewhere. 
Alumni and current DKFZ researchers are invited to 
share their personal career paths. The participants are 
given ample time to join round table discussions and to 
network with invited guests. 

Career 
Develop- 

ment  
Alumni 

Network 

The PostDoc Network – 
from PostDocs for PostDocs 
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NETWORKING 

The annual Retreat aims to encourage scientific and 
social interactions between PostDocs, in order to improve 
the research and personal experience of scientists. 
The monthly Lunch Talk Series was started by the PDN 
and the BioMed X Innovation Center to provide a platform 
for intellectual exchange between researchers working in 
diverse fields of life science research in Heidelberg.  
The “Research Lounge – let’s talk science” encourages 
scientific collaboration and discussion within the DKFZ. At 
monthly Get-Together events PostDocs can get useful 
information about life in Heidelberg and work at the 
DKFZ. 

Get 
Together 

PostDoc 
Retreat 

Expertise 
Exchange 

Find more information on PDN activities on our official 
website: www.dkfz.de/en/postdoc-network/ 
To be up-to-date with current and upcoming events join 
our mailing list: pdn@dkfz.de 

PostDoc 
Network 

PDN Committee 2016 © PDN 
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DKFZ alumni association 

The DKFZ Alumni Association 
 
 
The Alumni Association e.V. strongly supports the maintenance of long-lasting 
personal and scientific relationships between present and former members of the 
German Cancer Research Center. It aims to stimulate the exchange of ideas and 
experiences in the ever-growing DKFZ family, nationally and internationally. 
Particularly important target groups are young scientists, especially those from 
abroad and currently or previously working 
at the DKFZ. Alumni-clubs awarded the 
concept “Connecting A-B-C-D (Alumni, 
Benchmarking, Careers, DKFZ) with Social 
Media Marketing“ with a special recognition 
of the Jury 2017: “a model with plenty of 
opportunity for future development, 
especially with regard to internationality”.  
  
Alumni members benefit from an attractive range of activities: 
• publication of the Alumni Monthly Newsletter reporting on recent developments 

and upcoming events at the DKFZ  
• Alumni New Year’s Reception 
• a biannual scientific meeting at the DKFZ, as well as meet-up events e.g. during 

the AACR meeting or at Career Fairs  

Alumni New Year’s Reception  
2017: "La dolce vita" 

• supportive social and cultural activities 
for visiting scientists and members of the 
DKFZ  

• a travel grant program for short-term 
visits of young scientist to the DKFZ 

• the local Alumni Club Heidelberg 
organizes regular meetings, lectures and 
excursions to Heidelberg and nearby 
destinations of scientific, cultural or 
political interest. 

 
• Alumni members are eligible for an alias E-Mail-Address name@alumni.dkfz.de  
• Contact among members is supported by the password-protected membership 

directory. The membership fee is voluntary (but sponsors are welcome). 
• Current and former DKFZ colleagues are welcome to join. Please register at: 

www.dkfz.de/en/alumni   

 
Contact information: 
 
Prof. Dr. Manfred Schwab (Chairman of the Board of Alumni DKFZ)  
e-mail: m.schwab@dkfz.de  
 
Susanne Schunk (Management Alumni DKFZ)  
e-mail: susanne.schunk@dkfz.de, phone: +49 (0)6221-424499 
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Career Days in 2017 at DKFZ 
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More information on Science Communication 

Associations / Institutions: 
 
International Association of Scientific, Technical & Medical Publishers (STM) - Global 
trade association for academic and professional publishers. 
Website: www.stm-assoc.org/about-stm/about-the-association/ 
 
The European Association of Science Editors (EASE) - International community 
of individuals and associations from diverse backgrounds, linguistic traditions and 
professional experience in science communication and editing. 
Website: www.ease.org.uk/ 
 
European Medical Writers Association - Serving the needs of professional 
biomedical communicators with academic, industrial and journalistic affiliations. 
Website: www.emwa.org/ 
 
European Union of science journalists´s association (EUSJA) - Helps science 
writers throughout Europe to keep in touch with one another. There are also pointers 
to information about the business of science writing. 
Website: www.eusja.org/ 
 
National Institute for Science Communication (NaWik) - The Institute imparts to 
researchers and students the fundamentals of understandable and good science 
communication with non-specialists (in German only). 
Website: www.nawik.de/ueber-nawik/ 
 
Wissenschaftskommunikation.de - Portal intended to be the information and 
discussion platform for public relations workers, scientists, science journalists, and 
the interested public. 
Website: www.wissenschaftskommunikation.de/ 
 
 
 
Courses / training opportunities: 
 
Transcultural Science Communication Summer School - STEAM 
Marathon, at the outskirts of Athens - from 3rd to 12th of July, 2017 
Website: www.steamsummerschool.eu/2016-course/ 
 
Science Communication & Bionics B.Sc./B.A. 
Website: www.hochschule-rhein-waal.de/en/faculties/technology-and-bionics/degree-
programmes/science-communication-and-bionics-babsc 
 
Nature master classes. Training in scientific writing and publishing 
Website: masterclasses.nature.com/ 
 
 
 
Events: 
 
N2 Science Communication festival  
Get insight into state-of-the-art science communication, explore new 
avenues, and learn how to communicate science to a broad audience at 
the N2 Science Communication festival 6-8 November at the 
Naturkundemuseum in Berlin.  
More info: daniel.meza@helmholtz-berlin.de 
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28th edition of the Ecsite Annual Conference  
Porto, Portugal – From 15th to 17th of June, 2017 
Website: www.ecsite.eu/annual-conference 
 
European conference of science journalists 2017 
DR (Danish Broadcasting Corporation) Koncerthuset and at the IT University of 
Copenhagen – from 26th to 30th June, 2017 
Website: novonordiskfonden.dk/en/content/european-conference-science-journalists-
2017 
 
ScienceComm’17  
Landhaus, Solothurn - from 21st to 22nd of September, 2017 
Website: www.sciencecomm.ch/en/ 
 
STM Frankfurt Conference 2017 
Frankfurt, Germany – 10th October, 2017 
Website: www.stm-assoc.org/events/stm-frankfurt-conference-2017/ 
 
EuroScience Open Forum 
Toulouse, France - July, 2018 
Website: www.esof.eu/en/esof-2018/toulouse-2018.html 
 
 
 
Articles: 
 
Science communication: a career where PhDs can make a difference. 
www.molbiolcell.org/content/26/4/591.full 
 
Do I need to do a course in science communication? 
blogs.nature.com/naturejobs/2015/01/16/do-i-need-to-do-a-course-in-science-
communication/ 
 
To postdoc or not for a career in science communication or science policy? 
www.asm.org/index.php/career-planning/item/55-to-postdoc-or-not-for-a-career-in-
science-communication-or-science-policy 
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Thank you notes 

 
The organizing team of the Career Day “Science Communication” 

says 
 

THANK YOU 
 

to everyone who helped us to make this day a success: 
 
 
 

• Our sponsors QuintilesIMS, Leica, and Jobvector 

• Our speakers for their great talks 

• The DKFZ Management Board, the Career Service, the PhD Student 

Council, and the PostDoc Network for all their support 

• Mr. Harbarth and his colleagues for technical support 

• Mr. Hauschild for making sure that everyone was well fed 

• The Press and Public Relations department supporting our Career Day 

• Ms. Kurek and the Core Facility Information Technology for their great 

help and support printing the booklet 
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Feedback 

 

Your Feedback is important to us! 
 

 
 
 

Please rate the Career Day directly on https://lineupr.com/careerday/scicom17 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

And/or answer a few questions at: www.surveymonkey.de/r/YSGWVPW 
 

Contact us: Careers@dkfz.de
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Program 

08:30     On-site registration   
 
Workshops  
 
on May 18th 
Effective Visual Communication for Scientists (Jernej Zupanc, Seyens Ltd.) 
 
on May 19th (in parallel) at 09:00 and 13:00 
• Intercultural Communication (Gnana Prakash Balasubramanian, Senior 

Scientist, Hopp Children’s Cancer Center at NCT, DKFZ) 
• Sketchnotes in Science (Franziska Schwarz, Scientific Illustrator and Graphic 

Recorder, SciVisTo) 
• Social networks in career development (Tobias Maier, Scientific Head, NaWik) 
• Tricks and strategies to improve your scientific talks (Dennis Fink, CEO 

Mediomix GmbH) [at 10:30]	 

10:00 - 12:00      Morning Session: Communication for Scientists  
• Keynote: Options and opportunities for scientists in science 

communication (Tobias Maier, Scientific Head, NaWik) 
• Uta Göbel  (Deputy Editor, Wiley VCH) 
• David Peralta (Managing Editor, Wiley-VCH) 
• Roberta Scognamiglio (Development Officer, Springer Nature)  
• Alexandra Moosmann (Press officer, German Cancer Consortium (DKTK)) 

12:00 - 13:00      Round Tables (morning session) 
 
14:00 - 16:00      Afternoon Session: Communication for the Public  

• Anna Müllner (PR-consultant, Dorothea Küsters Life Science 
Communications) 

• Laura Zimmermann (Press and PR, Bernhard Nocht Institute Hamburg) 
• Elan Gin (Mathematics Teacher and IGCSE coordinator) 
• Bodo Brueckner (Entrepreneurship Manager, German EIT Health GmbH) 
• Alexandra Hennemann (Cancer Information Service, DKFZ) 

Coffee Break 
 
16:15 - 17:15      Round Tables (afternoon sessions) 
 
17:30     Happy Hour & Get together  
 
 
  
 

 
 
Follow the Career Day online: 
Use our App: https://lineupr.com/careerday/scicom17 


